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W E Dist. Yth'

Oxfordshire

Dear Witney & Dist. ¥th' Leagua

As preparations for a new season are wall underway, | would like to take the opportunity o update
you on the ouloomas of the second season of Respect As you will see, although there are still
considerable Issues to lackle there are some encouraging trends beginning to develop. | am very
consciols thal such progress has anly come aboud through the support and endorsement of Leagues
up and down the country, | would fike to take this opportunity to confirm The FA's confinued full
suppaort for the Respect programme and you'll also find details of our planned activity for the coming
season balow,

A= a reminder these are the objectives of the Respect programme:

+ A base number of registered referees in England sufficient for the demands of the game at
every level

= Faro inlerance for assaults on referess

An improvement In on fiald player discipline particulary in the area of dissent to referaes and
in competitions that have an established record of poor discipline

+ A step change in youth football as te whal is acceptable and unacceptable behaviour fram
parents and spactalors

Al the end of the second saason of Respect here are some of the outcomes:
+  Prior to the launch of the Respect programmea in 2008 the number of affiliated referees had
fallen to an all lime low. In 2010 there were 26 692 ragistered referees, an increase of 7.4%
comparad (o 24,852 for the same perod in 2008

«  Tha number of fraines referees at level 8 is 5598 comparad to 4111 in 2008 - an increase of
38.2%
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The Hespect programme has made a contribution to ereating an environment where referees
teel better supported and are more likely to continua thelr invalvement. In & survey of 3,500
releress in November 2009, 35 % of respondents reported that they were more likely to
remain a referes and 39 % regorted that they recelved less abusive behaviour from players
as a result of the Respect programme. When tha Pespect programme was launched
relerees were encouraged fo submit ‘Respect’ marks afler a fixiure. In 200810 rearly
10,000 reponts were entered by 1723 referees. Encouragingty the average Hespect marks
{out of & possible 5) ranged from 4.1 10 4.7

in 2008/09 The FA received reperts of 534 referses having besn assaulted (ranging from a
referas having a card knocked out of thair hand 1o sarious assault). In 2009010 the figures lor
assaufis on 8 match official {all categonas) show a 13 % decrease from last seasen (a
reduction 1o 466 cases from 534 cases In 08/09). This number although declining s still
unaccaptably high,

One of the major themes of the Respect programme has been its attempt to deal with overly
aggressive coaches and pushy parents in youth football. The Respect programmae has
increased awareness of the problem and provided some practical measures 1o create &
mare supportive envirenment. The use of Codes of Conduct, designated spactalor areas and
pre-match handshakes is now widespread. More importantly there iz greater poar pressure
on coaches or parents that do nat behave in an acceptable way, Over 500 youth

have committed themsaives to the programme. Despite this work a significant problam still
exisis with the key linding of the 2010 CFA Online Grass Rools Survey of 12,000
respondents across all regions and all roles in football identified as: ‘the abuse of young

Hayers by spectators”

In the professional game player behaviour has improved, Overall in the Pramier Leagus,
Football League, Football Conference, Isthmian, Northern and Southem Leagues there was
a6 % decline in dissent cautions. Dissent cautions in 10 out of 18 of the senior Leagues
were down comparad to 2008/09 levels.

There was a 23% reduction in dissent cautions in the Premier Laague (76 compared to 99,
In 1 in 5 games in the PL thers was a caution for dissent. The 1otal was down from the
previous two seasons.

Dissent cautions were down by 31% in the Championship (99 compared to 144), In about 1
in every 5 games in the Championship there was a caution for dissent.

Dissent cautions were down In the Foolball League as a whole by 12 % (373 compared io
425).

There were two charges of harassment in the PL, FL and Football Conference bul mass
confrontation charges have risen from 4 fo 43 charges this sesson (Premier League: 2,
Championship: 10, Leagua 1: 10, Leagus 2: 10, Confarance Matianal: 11}

In the amataur game dissen! cautions have reduced by 3%, misconduct 3% and dismissals
by 296,

Déisappointingly the number of matches abandoned due to misconduct in 2008910 was 247;
an increase of ¥ % on tha 200808 ligure.




* An online Respect module has now become a pre-course requinament for those undertaking
the FA Level 1 coaching qualification. Since its introduction in May 2009, nearly 17,000
Coaches have undertaken this module,

= 752 Leagues have signed up for Respect (out of 1200) although implementation of the
Hespect measures |s at different stages across those leagues

* 40 % of the 12,000 respandents of the CFA's Grassroots Survey claim that their experience
of foatball has improved with ‘Respect’ and that they have experienced 66 % lass
ciscrimination or touchling abuse.

= Basad on the CFA Grassrools survey The Respec measures considered 1o have the most
practical value are Aeleress being encouraged to deal with dissent, use of Codes of
Conduct, use of captains to assist on field management and the use of designated spectator
argas.

Feor the coming season The FA will confinue o promote Respect — here are some of tha things thai
we are planning:

The FA will demonsirate fis ongoing commitment to Respact at the 2010 FA Community Shield in
August and at the UEFA Euro gqualifier England vs Bulgaria in September. The FA will promaois
improved working and communication between the CFAs, Leagues, Clubs and the wellare officer
network 1o ensure thal thers are clear channefs to reporl and challenge poor practice and
misconduct. We will produce versions of Respec! for use in secondary schools and for use by
commercial small sided football operators.

An online Felerees Respect training module will be introduced in Movember to replicate the
successiul approach of the Respect parent's guide.

Tha FA will continue to support those leagues that have committed themselves to Respect and try to
convince those that still stand outside the programme,

The CFA Grassroots survey highlighted conlinuing concemn as to the abuse of young players by
speciators and a further campaign will highlight this issue in 2010,

The Respect Awards will be run once again as a way of celebrating those that have taken on the
rasponsibility 1o develop Respect as well identifying good practice.

The FA Cup will be a focus for Respect promation with the fies of the third round in January 2011
headlining a national Respect day.

The Respect Programme will succeed If everyone involved in football takes collective responaibility
to integrate Respect at ihe heart of the game. The confribution of leagues is crucial 1o do this and
The FA will continue to produce resources to assist you In this task. Thess will be available aithar
from The FA directly or the County Foelball Association.

| would theretora request your continued support for Respect In the coming season. | can assure you
that The FA and the County FAs will do all that we can to assist you in this important wark.

N

Dermaot Coliing
FA Respect Manager




